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The Great = Terrible 


FIRE 


Southwark , 


On Fryday the 26th of May, 1 4 76. 


Whereby thoſe eminent Innes, 
The Queens-head, The White: hart, 


The Talbot, The Kings bead, 
The George, and the Green-dragon. 


Together with the Priſon of the Counter, the 
Meal-market, and about Five hundred Dwelling- 
Houſes (as moderately computed) were burn'd 
down, blown up, and wholly deſtroyed, 


— 


With Permiſhon, Ro. L'Eſtrange. 
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The great and lamentable Fire of Southwark. 


He late ſad and diſmal Fire, whereby the beſt 

part of the Borough of Southwark is deſtroyed, 
borh for the number of houſes cuaſumed, and great- 
neſs of the total loſs, muſt be acknowledged to be 
one of the greateſt and moit dreadful Fires that have 
happened 1n cr about the City of Loxdon within the 
memory cf man 3 that never-to-be-forgotten Cala- 
mity , Sept. 2.1666, wherein no leſs than Thirteen 
thouſand and two hundred houſes periſhed , onely 
excepted. 

T his deplorable Accident in Soxihwark began, or 
was firſt diſcovered, on Friday the 26 of this 1aſtant 
May, betweenthree and four of the clock in the mor- 
ning, in the houſe of a C:-lour man, or Oyl ſhop (for 
they dealt inboth Commodities) ſituate between the 
George and Talbot Inncs, The Maſter of the houſe, 
and moſt of his family , were about ſevea orcight 
miles off in the Couttty, and no-body, as 'tis laid, 
left 2r home, but one of his ſons and a Scrvaur- maid, 
By what pariicu'ar fatal Accident the Fire was fiiſt 
occ: 'ian'd or begun, is yet ur kuown : iis very pro- 
bab': many will judge and impute 1t to that common 
cautſcof ſuch Dilaſters, viz. neglef and carcleſneſs 
othe:3 may bave other ConjeQures, but al! grounded 
on no knowledpe or piookt, but the mecr reſults of 
their ative and tnſpicicus Imaginations, as far as yet 
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-contxary reports I htve beard concerning it, _ __ 
*Tis affirmed, that the firſt that took notice of a Fire 
inthe houſe were ſame Herb people going to Mar- 
ket,who it ſeems were-in ſuch unlucky haſte as not to - 
regard-it. The people belonging to the houſe alledge 
there had been no fire in the houſe for the [pace of 
three or four days before, and that they went to bed 
in very ſeaſunab'etime : and indeed, the young man 
is known to be a ſober, temperate, and careful per- 
ſon : nor did the Watch, who ſtood all night very 
near, perceive any danger, But the firſt that made an 
-open diſcovery of it, were ſome Letter-carriers going 
according to their cuſtom early to the Poſt Office, 
paſling by, ſaw a great light at the Cellar-wiadow 
which opened to the ſtreet 3 and thereupan looking 
down, they ſaw a fire in the Cellar, but thea ſo ſmall 
and inconfiderable, that they fay if they could pre» 
ſently have got in, and had water ready, they do not 
doubt but two or three Pailfuls would have quencht 
it, But while they ſpent time incalling to thepeople 
within, who being faſt aſl:ep could not for ſome time 
be madeto hear, and the outward door was ſoſtrong 
that they endeavoured ſeveral times in vaiato break. 
itopen: Inthe mean time, I ſay, the fire being got 
into the floor of the ſhop, met with great ſtore of Oil 
8nd combuſtible matter, and in an inſtant ſer the ſhop 
and ftayers. on a flame 5 ſo that now the diſtracted. 
young man and ſervant-maid , though they were a- 
wakened with horrour, could not come down from 
their chambers to go forth into the ſtreet, but were 
forced 
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" back-door to the Talbor-Ititie, 'atid fo wond 
preſerved their lives, / but-were forecd ro ledve the 
houſe 2nd all in it to the. mercy of the raging /flwnes, 

Several Engines commonly madeufe of foreh 
up of witer on fach occaſions; were immedittery far 
for; #nd brought wit al imaginsble ſpeed, Dh 

.. Pipes were every where cut, and what water could 

be procured made uſe of by the faid Engines, as like- 

wiſe by Buckets, &-c. But the firebeiog fed with Oil, 

&c. was grown ſo fierce and mighty; as tobiddefi- 

ance to all endeavours, and became rather the'more 
raging for thoſe petty ſprinklings, which did but 1a- 
creaſe, in ſtead of mitigating its Fury, © "| 
T he houſes contigucus and adjoyniag quickly took 

fire, and then their united flames were ſo violet 
and exceflive, that the heat or ſparkties, or both; car- 
ryed thediſmal Conflagrationcroſsthe ſtreet, whoſe 
narrownelſs juſt at that place, more than anywhere 
elſe, and the unhappie ſituation of anold rotten tim- 
ber-houſe jutting'over exally oppoſite, contributing 
thereuntos and now the Fiery Torrent like an invad- 
ding Conqueror fpread its flaming Colours through 
the Air en both ſides the way, and' carried raine'and 
defolation along with it at its pleaſure. | 

No endeavours were wanting'to check its progreſs. 

A great number of houſes were blown up by rhe or- 

der of the vigilant Magiſtratesof the City, who (to- 
gether with divers perſons of Quality) were preſent 

all the day, and omitted-no care-or perſonal pains to 
ſuccour thediſtrefſed inhabitants 3 and by their own 
| exams 


example, as well as power,obliged thouſands to con- 
tribute their helping hands, 5 

The Counter and Court-houſe at $. Mergarets hill 
were opportunely blown up, and thereby the other 
back-ſtreet leading to the water: (ide ina great mea- 
ſure preſerved. The Wind was all the forenoon,ig- 
different calm, otherwiſe a greater deſtruction might 
have happened, as likewiſe, it it had not about noon 
by a fiogular providence changed a Point or two, and 
thereby ſaved S.Thowas's from being burned, Yer it 
continued (till r. ging, in ſpite of all oppoſition,from 
about four a clock in the merniog till ſeven or eight 
at night. And extraordinary fear all people were in, 
that S.Thowss's Church and Hoſpital (that noble Mo- 
nument of Charity) as likewiſe $.8 a>zours (common- 
ly called Mary Overies) Church, would have been 
conſumed. But through the gracious mercy of God, 
and the indefatigable induſtry of the Magiſtrates, 
there were all three preſerved, though n.t without 
ſome confiderable damages re{petively ſuſtained, 
The number of dwelling-houſes in all deſtroyed by 
this Diſaſter, thought cannot'be yet exactly given or 
ſer forth , yet is by the inhabitants and moſt 1atclli- 
gent perſons computed to be about 500, 

As for particular places that ſuffer'd, we may in 
the firſt place reckoa thoſe ancient apd emigent Inn +, 
whereof fix are utterly demoliſht; thar is to. (ay, 1 he 
- Queens head , The Talbot, The George, (which about 
{ix or ſeven years ago run the ſame tgte,and. was ex- 
cellently rebuilt ) The White hart, The Kings head, 
and The Green Dragon it Foxl lene. That mn 
plea- 
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pleaſant place called Three- Crown” Court, is now no« 
ehing but Rubbiſh and Aſhes. The Meal-market ſtan- 
ding in the widdle of the ſtreet totally conſumed, 
and (fince the paſſage cleared) no ligne left to know 
where it ſtood, | 

The Limits of the Ruines, or parts burged, are as 
follows : On the- Eaſt-fide of the way, from the 
 Bueens Arms Tavern, ſituate and ſtill tanding about 

a dozen doors below the Spar Inn towards the South, 

All along to S. Thomg his Hoſpital juſt below the - 
Meal-market, towards the North 5 the Porch of 
which Hoſpital is broken:down, and ſome other da- 
mage done, but the main body of the houſe ſafes 
ond bathwards all the Courts, Inne-yards, Stables, 
and other dwellings as ſar as the ditches, to a very 
great bredth. | 

Then on the Weſtern (ide of the way,from $. {ar + 
garets hill clear down to S. Mary Overies Church,and: 
the paſſage out of the High-ſtreet into the Church» 
yard , about the middle or further of the Butcher- 
row, and about fifteen houſes from Pepper aley, and 
thirty or thereabouts befcre'yau come'to the Bear- 
T avern at the Bridge: foot. | 

S. Mary Overies Church in ſome parts took fire 
twice or thrice, but was happily quenche again : but 
the little:Chappel towards the Eaſt-ecd is much pu!- 
led: dow and ritged:' It had: been impoſlible (it's 
thought):to have preſerv'd that ſtately Fabrick from 
beibg deſtroyed ;;-had:not all the houſes near it to- 
wards the Fire been blown up in tithe, which put a 
ſtop to it, ſo that it went no ſurcker that way. Back- 


wards on this Weſtern fide there-are a great number 
of 
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' of houtes loſt, as fp. we, The Chu ch-yard Sr 
Tever-1 Alleys, and one fide of therbagk-ſtreet; dowy © 
ts'S. Mary Overzes Dock. |, 4, wth 
* 'Aﬀter the Fire, was fuppoled.to be well opt and © 
maſter'd, about 1o a clock at night it ſtrangely broke 
out again at ſome diſtance -near 'S. Mary Operies 
Church, and as it. were on the other fide of.ic 5 but 
by the ſeaſ0nable blowing up one houſe. on fire, and 
ſome oti.er means of prevention, 'twas hindred from 


| ag aoy further miſchief, - | 
here were many houſes blowa up, and thereby 
& - eſpertaſly in the morniog,, . before the danger was | 
_ | 


1nderſtood)(everal unwary people that could not be 
pot out of the way when notice was given for firing 
the Train, happen'd to be kill'd,ſome ſay twenty or 
more, and feveral others ſorely wounded, 

If we con(ider the numberof houſes quite deſtroy'd, 
and /how confiderable, this part of the Borough was 
for Wholeſale: men and great dealers,as alſo the laſs: 
in removing Goods for fear, aud damage ſuſtained: 
by houſes yet ſtanding, (the Blowing up of one houſe 
ſhattering to piccesall the Windows, and ſometimes 
Chiaibeys of the houſes about it to a great diſtance. 
ſadly viſible in the ruinous Windows of. $.. Afery 0- 
veries Church, $. Thowss's Church and Hoſpital ) I: 
ſay, if we conſider all this, we cannot but judge. the 

total damage of this dreadful Calamity muſt amount 
to a mighty and exceeding Sum : but..what, or bow : 
much exaQly, is not, and very probably. gever will 
o7 can be known, ay 
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